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religion, so that the unity which it promotes among all
Jews rests ultimately on a religious basis.

Another factor contributing to Jewish unity is the
memory they have of a national past. All Jews have
in common the memories of a remote national
existence in the past. There are no such memories
common to all Christians. But the "national*'
memories of the Jews do not indicate any politico-
national longings; they are not national in the
political sense, just as the corporate life of the Jews in
ancient Palestine had, essentially, no political quality
or political basis* It is valued not for its national, but
for its religious, significance; by some Jews because
they look back upon the period in Palestine as the time
of the complete religious life, and by all because it was
the period of great religious achievements* Palestine
has meant to the Jews not a national home, but a
holy land. The Jewish memories, therefore, of their
ancient life in Palestine, though they have in them the
appearance, and perhaps something of the quality of
national memories, are in their basis, significance, and
implications religious memories.

The elements, therefore, which distinguish the Jews
as a religious group from other religious groups can
ultimately be traced back to the religious basis of the
Jewish group. They issued from the religious dis-